
  
  

KY ALFALFA & STORED FORAGE 
CONFERENCE – FEB. 21ST 

         The Ky Alfalfa & Stored Forage Conference will be 
held on February 21 at the Cave City Convention Center 
in Cave City. The program begins at 8:00 a.m. and will 
conclude around 3:00 p.m. 

         This year’s conference will focus on hay 
production, marketing and mechanization, with topics to 
include: 

• Hay Production in the Deep South: 
Alfalfa/Bermudagrass a Perfect Combination 

• Option for Hay Mechanization – Producer 
Perspective 

• Hay Mechanization & New Equipment 
• Fall Armyworm Research 
• One Big Idea to Improve My Haying Operation – 

Producer Perspective 
• Options on Managing Thinning Alfalfa Stands 
• And many more 

         Registration is open at https://forages.ca.uky.edu/ 
or by calling Kate at (513)470-8171 

 
HOW TO SELECT THE BEST CLOVER 

VARIETIES 
          Although there are not a lot of new red 
clover varieties recently, several companies and 
Universities have active red clover breeding 
programs. In some ways, red clover is the easiest 
species to make variety recommendations for. 
Simply put, “Only plant certified seed of improved 
varieties, never plant common seed.” Bags of certified 
seed always have a blue certified seed tag. That is still 
great advice, especially with public varieties like Kenland,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

but some improved varieties from seed companies are 
not officially certified. If the seed bag does not have a 
blue tag, then make sure you are dealing with a 
reputable forage seed company that you trust and make 
sure the variety has shown good performance in UK 
trials. 

           University of Kentucky research has shown that 
the difference between improved varieties and common 
seed can be over 6000 lb/acre higher yield over the life 
of the stand, as well as, a 1 to 1 ½ years longer stand 
life. Sometimes you may “luck up” and find that the bag 
of cheap common seed you purchased was actually an 
overstock of an improved variety, but UK variety trials 
show that 9 times out of 10 certified seed of improved 
varieties showed higher yield and longer stand life. Most 
red clover breeders continue to make small steady 
improvements in stand persistence through improved 
resistance to root and crown diseases, but no variety yet 
has the ability to dependably survive more than 3 
growing seasons. 

           Additional benefits of red clover in pastures were 
recently summarized by Dr. Michael Flythe from the 
USDA-ARS-FAPRU research lab in Lexington, KY. Our 
research is providing evidence that isoflavones in red 
clover can inhibit wasteful Hyper Ammonia-Producing 

Bacteria 
(HAB) in the 
rumens of 
cattle that 
are 
responsible 
for breaking 
down amino 
acids.  As a 
result, the 

utilization of protein is improved for more efficient weight 
gain.  In addition, the isoflavone biochanin A was 
determined to improve blood flow in ruminants exposed 
to toxic ergot alkaloids and, therefore, mitigate the effects 
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of fescue toxicosis.  In short, biochanin A causes an 
opening up of the constricted blood vessels of cattle 
grazing KY-31 tall fescue. 

            It is getting a little hard to make sense of new 
white clover varieties. In the past, the recommendation 
was to plant an improved variety of ladino white clover. 
Ladino types are closely related to the common Dutch 
types that seem to grow everywhere, but ladino white 
clover is taller with larger leaves that Dutch white. 
Therefore, larger plants and larger leaves produce higher 
yields. While that is true, ladino types typically do not live 
as long as Dutch whites. In recent years, many 
producers have stated that they could sacrifice some 
yield for longer persistence. Therefore, companies are 
now starting to release intermediate types that are 
hybrids between ladino and Dutch whites. For the most 
part, these intermediates look to be a good compromise 
between their two parents.  

          Make sure though that you review yield and stand 
persistence information from variety trial publications 
before planting new intermediate varieties. UK has a 
publication that is a summary of all forage variety testing. 
All the forage species and all forage varieties that have 
been tested in Kentucky over the last 20 years are 
included in the summary document entitled “Long Term 
Summary of Forage Variety Trials.” Just as with the 
regular reports the summary report is updated every 
year. This summary publication also includes a listing of 
the companies that have developed or are distributing 
each variety. In the summary document variety yield is 
listed as a percentage based on the mean yield for a 
particular trial. In other words, a variety with 100 
produced the same yield as the average for the trial; 
below 100 designates below average yield; and above 
100 above average yield. The take home message is 
that the best varieties are those that performed close to 
or above average. 

          One of the most useful parts of each summary 
table is the right hand column where the average 
performance over multiple locations and years is listed. 
The number in parentheses designates the number of 
trials that a specific variety has been tested in KY and 
those varieties that don’t have an overall average listed 
were only planted at one test location. For example, 
certified Kenland has been in 28 trials in Kentucky over 
the last 18 years and its’ performance is 110% of the 
average of all the varieties entered in these trials. And 
there are several proprietary company varieties that 

show similar high yields. Conversely, when we planted 
seed from a bag that had Kenland stamped on the bag, 
but did not have a certified seed blue tag it only yielded 
70% of average. Uncertified red clover seed is commonly 
sold under the name “Medium Red Clover”. Paying a 
little more for improved forage varieties can make a huge 
difference over time. 

          You can get a copy of the “Long Term Summary of 
Forage Variety Trials” and the “Grazing Tolerance Trials” 
at: https://forages.ca.uky.edu/variety_trials  or by 
stopping by the Ohio Co. Extension Office. 

 

KY DEPT. OF AG – NUISANCE WEED 
SPRAYING PROGRAM 

         Each spring the Ky Dept. of Agriculture coordinates 
a nuisance weed control program for Kentucky 
producers. Under the program, a producer can spray 10 
acres of pasture/haylands for weeds having a negative 
impact, such as thistles or buttercup. The KDA provides 
the chemical and boomless sprayer and the producer 
must provide the tractor, water and labor for spraying.  

         There is a maximum of seven participants allowed 
per county. Participants may only apply every 36 months. 
To apply, go to the KDA’s nuisance weed website at : 

 https://www.kyagr.com/consumer/nuisance-weed-
spraying-program-application.aspx   

You can only apply from February 1 thru February 28th.   

HEART OF AMERICA GRAZING 
CONFERENCE – FEB. 20-21  

         

Each year the “Heart of America Grazing Conference” 
rotates around the midwest region states. This year it will 
be held quite close to our area, in Ferdinand, Indiana.  

         This year’s conference will be held February 20 & 
21 at the Ferdinand Community Center, about an hour 
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away in Dubois Co., Indiana. This conference is geared 
toward beef, sheep & goat producers. 

         The conference will have some of the best grazing 
topics, with the best grazing specialist in the country, 
such as: 

• Designing a managed grazing system  
• Soil sampling techniques & lessons 
• Developing the water resources 
• What can the pasture support 
• Bale Grazing  
• Opportunities in a grazing program with small 

ruminants 
• What is soil health and what affect does grazing 

have on it 
• Determining fencing needs 
• And many more 

         The conference starts at 12:30 p.m. on Feb. 20 and 
concludes around 5:00 p.m. on Feb. 21st. You can 
register at:   www.indianaforage.org   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Feb. 9 – Ky Crop Health Conference; 
National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green 

• Feb. 15-18 – National Farm Machinery 
Show; Louisville 

• Feb. 16 – G.R. CPH Sale; Kentuckiana 
Livestock Market; 6:00 p.m.  

• Feb. 20-21 – Heart of America Grazing 
Conference; Ferdinand Community Center, 
Ferdinand, IN 

• Feb. 21 – Ky Alfalfa & Stored Forage 
Conference; Cave City Convention Center 

• Feb. 21&22 – Mid-South Stocker 
Conference; WKU Ag Expo Center, 
Bowling Green 

• March 8 – IPM School; McCracken Co. 
Extension office 
                        
 

http://www.indianaforage.org/
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